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Psalm 29:10  Psalm 103:19  Daniel 2:44
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Isa 14:12-15 Ezel 28:11-17 Rev 12:3-9 
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carried out in phases (“dispensations”)







God’s plan: Carried out in successive stages

Universal agreement: Everyone understands…

Agreement among dispensationalists…

Differences among dispensationalists…

Broad disagreement within Christendom…



“Hermeneutics”
the art and science of biblical interpretation

“Hermeneutic”
a set of principles used to interpret the Scriptures



A literal, grammatical, historical hermeneutic 

Reveals the God-centeredness of history

Reveals a distinction between Israel and the church

Reveals a distinction between the Kingdom of God and the church

When consistently applied, leads to “dispensationalism”



“A system of theology which attempts to develop the Bible’s 

philosophy of history on the basis of the sovereign rule of 

God. It represents the whole of Scripture and history as 

being covered by several dispensations of God’s rule.”

Renald Showers



“A dispensation is a divinely revealed system of morals, 

values, promises, and rules that God imposes on a 

particular generation.”

John Walvoord



“A theological system,…

derived from a literal, grammatical, historical hermeneutic,…

which recognizes that God carries out His plan to establish His 
kingdom through a series of phases in history,…

each with its own rules, responsibilities, and promises of blessing 
as set forth by God,…

as well as judgments against unfaithfulness, wickedness and 
unbelief.”

David James

Not in notes



Ephesians 1:10: οἰκονομία

translated as “dispensation” (KJV, NKJV)

translated as “administration” (NAS)

logosres:nkjv;ref=BibleNKJV.eph1.7
logosres:nasb95;ref=BibleNASB95.eph1.7


Verb: οἰκονομέω
(1x - Luke 16:2)

Noun:  οἰκονόμος
(10x - Luke 12:42; Luke 16:1, 16: 3, 16:8; Rom. 16:23; 1 Cor. 4:1, 2; Gal.4:2; Tit. 1:7; 1 Pet. 4:10)

Noun: οἰκονομία
(9x - Luke 16:2, Luke 16:3, 16:4, 1 Cor. 9:17; Eph. 1:10; 3:2; 3:9; Col. 1:25)  

Luke 16:1-3
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A unique (usually covenantal) arrangement in God’s 
governance of mankind in which...

God gives new revelation defining man’s responsibilities

God holds man accountable for faithfulness

God fulfills his promises of blessing and / or judgment

God may change the arrangement when there is failure



A consistently literal, grammatical, historical hermeneutic

The distinction between Israel and the church

God’s glory as the foundational purpose of history



The imminency of the Rapture

The relative timing of the…
Rapture
Tribulation
2nd Coming
Millennium
Final judgment

Related, though different future roles for Israel and the church
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