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THE DECREES OF TRENT ARE STILL IN FORCE
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6th SESSION

If any one saith, that by faith alone the
impious is justified; in such wise as to
mean, that nothing else is required to
co-operate in order to the obtaining the
grace of Justification . . . let him be
anathema.

Canon IX
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If any one saith, that man is truly
absolved from his sins and justified,
because that he assuredly believed
himself absolved and justified . . . and
that, by this faith alone, absolution and
justification are effected; let him be
anathema.

Canon XIV
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the condition of observing the
commandments; let him be anathema.

Canon XX
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If any one saith, that the justice received
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that the said works are merely the fruits
and signs of Justification obtained ... let
him be anathema.

Canon XXIV
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THE TEACHING AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH’'S MAGISTERIUM

Speaks with the

absolute authority

oj" the apost[e (Peter

Speaks with the

supreme authority of

Christ himself

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE BISHOP OF ROME



THE TEACHING AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH’S MAGISTERIUM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

founded by Christ, whose visible head on earth is the Roman pontiff. (QAC, 89)

199. Who is the Roman pontiff?
The Roman pontiff is the vicar of Christ, the successor of St. Peter and the visible head of the Church. (QAC,
90)

200. Under Christ, does the pope have supreme authority over the whole Church on earth?

Yes, under Christ, the pope has supreme authority over the whole Church on earth . . . He has supreme power
over all the faithful and all the churches in everything pertaining to faith, morals, and divine worship. (QAC,

90)

201. Arethose guilty of heresy, schism, or apostasy totally severed from the Church?
No, those guilty of heresy, schism, or apostasy are not severed from the bond of their baptismal character.
But they are separated from the visible part of the Church, which includes the right to receive the

sacraments, until they repent. (QAC, 91)

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE BISHOP OF ROME



THE TEACHING AUTHORITY OF THE CHURCH’S MAGISTERIUM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

214. Isthe Church's magisterium infallible?

Yes, the Church's magisterium, which is vested exclusively in the successors of Peter and the other apostles, is infallible.
The pope and the community of bishops under the pope possess the gift of infallibility in teaching.

Infallibility is the immunity from error, excluding not only its existence but even its possibility. (QAC, 100)

215. When is the pope infallible?

The pope is infallible when he acts as the father and ruler of all the faithful. He enjoys the unique grace which protects him
from error when he actually and specifically exercises the office of teacher of the universal Church and supreme judge in
matters of faith and morals. (QAC, 100)

216. What is the scope of infallibility?

Papal infallibility is to preserve the flock of Christ from the poison of error. It covers two forms of teaching, i.e., of faith and
morals. It may be a doctrine that is simply to be accepted by the mind as true, or a doctrine that is also to be acted upon by
the will as good. It may be something revealed by God, like the Mystery of the Immaculate conception; or something
knowable by reason, like the sinfulness of abortion or contraception. (QAC, 100)

THE PERSONAL AUTHORITY OF THE BISHOP OF ROME
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JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

6. Original Sin (90-98)

90. What is original sin?

Original sin is first of all the sin that Adam who, as the ancestor of the human race, offended God and thereby
lost the right to heaven for himself and his posterity. Original sin is also the loss of sanctifying grace that we
inherit from Adam when we enter the world. (QAC, 57)

91. Just what was the original sin which affects the whole human race?

It is difficult to say whether the author actually has a specific sin in mind. In fact the whole account is so
highly symbolized that it is difficult to say what specific event the author has in mind. The symbols he uses
point to the heart of all sin: the demonic urge to be a law unto oneself. That is what interiorly affects
humankind and, through it, the whole world. (SJPC, 27)

92. What were the effects of their sin on Adam and Eve?

As a result of their sin, Adam and Eve lost all the gifts they had received over and above human nature. They
especially lost the gift of sanctifying grace. (QAC, 57)

CATEGORIES OF SIN: ORIGINAL SIN



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

94. What are the effects of original sin?

As a result of original sin, we are conceived without the possession of sanctifying grace. (QAC, 58)

95. How is original sin passed on from the time of Adam?

Original sin is passed on by the father to his children, through human generation. (QAC, 58)

96. Does original sin totally corrupt our human nature?

Original sin does not totally corrupt our human nature. We are darkened in mind and weakened in will. But we are still
capable of natural virtues and of freely cooperating with the grace of God. (QAC, 58)

97. Isthe absence of sanctifying grace the only effect of original sin?
No, besides sanctifying grace, we also lost the gift of bodily immortality, which means we must suffer and die; and the gift of
integrity, which explains why we have disorderly passions. (QAC, 58)

98. How is original sin removed from our souls?

Original sin, as the absence of sanctifying grace, is ordinarily removed by the sacrament of baptism. (QAC, 59)

CATEGORIES OF SIN: ORIGINAL SIN



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

2. Personal Sins, Mortal and Venial (334-344)

335. How many kinds of personal sin are there?

There are two kinds of personal sin. Actual and habitual. Actual sin is any deliberate thought, word, deed, or
omission contrary to God’s eternal law. (QAC, 186)

336. How are actual sins classified in their effect on the soul?

Actual sins are either mortal or venial sins, depending on whether or not they deprive a person of
supernatural life or not. (QAC, 186)

337. What is mortal sin?

Mortal sin is an actual sin that destroys sanctifying grace in the soul. It is called mortal since it causes the
supernatural death of the soul. (QAC, 186)

CATEGORIES OF SIN: MORTAL SIN



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

338. What are the conditions for mortal sin?

There are three conditions for mortal sin. First, the matter or what is done must be seriously wrong, either in
itself or because of the circumstances. . .; or because of the purpose . . . Second, there must be clear
awareness of the serious nature of the act at the time it is performed. And third, there is full consent of the
will, so that a person deliberately wants to do what he knows is gravely sinful. (QAC, 186)

339. What are the effects of mortal sin?

The effects of mortal sin are the loss of divine friendship, past supernatural merits, and the right to enter
heaven unless the sinner repents. (QAC, 186)

340. How can the supernatural life of the soul be restored?

The supernatural life of the soul, lost by mortal sin, can be restored by the sacrament of penance or by a
perfect act of contrition. In the sacrament of penance a person confesses the mortal sin(s) and receives
absolution from the priest. In a perfect act of contrition, the person is sorry for having offended God who is

all good and deserving of our love; and resolves to confess the mortal sin(s) in the sacrament at his earliest

CATEGORIES OF SIN: MORTAL SIN



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

341. What is a venial sin?

Venial sin is an offense against God that does not deprive the sinner of sanctifying grace. (QAC, 187)

342. Why are some sins called venial?

Some sins are called venial from the Latin word venia, which means “pardon.” A person in venial sin still has
the principle of supernatural life that allows healing (or pardon) from within . . . They may best be called
harmful sins, compared to those that are deadly or mortal. (QAC, 187)

343. When does a person commit a venial sin?

A person commits a venial sin when he transgresses a divine law that is not grave, or when he transgresses a
grave precept but without awareness of its gravity or full consent. (QAC, 187)

344. What are the effects of venial sin?

Venial sin darkens the mind in its perception of virtue, and weakens the will in its pursuit of holiness,
lowers one’s resistance to temptation, and causes a person to deviate from the path that leads to heavenly

CATEGORIES OF SIN: VENIAL SIN



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism
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344. What are the effects of venial sin?

Venial sin darkens the mind in its perception of virtue, and weakens the will in its pursuit of holiness,
lowers one’s resistance to temptation, and causes a person to deviate from the path that leads to heavenly

glory. (QAC, 187)

345. What is the deepest distinction between mortal and venial sin?

The deepest distinction between mortal and venial sin lies in the imperfection of human character as it
conditions our freedom of choice . . . Thus venial sin does little harm because we allow for it. (SJPC, 183)

346. Looking at the distinction from one angle, it is a difference of magnitude. (S[PC, 164)

3. Occasions of Sin, Temptation, Situation Ethics and Fundamental Option (345-349)

CATEGORIES OF SIN: VENIAL SIN
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JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

403. What is baptism?

Baptism is the sacrament of spiritual rebirth. Through the symbolic action of washing with water and the
use of appropriate ritual words, the baptized person is cleansed of all his sins and incorporated into

Christ. (QAC, 230)

404. What does the word baptism mean?

The word baptism literally means immersion, in the sense of dipping under water. It also means to

bathe. (QAC, 230)

405. When should baptism be received?

Baptism should be received as soon after birth as is conveniently possible, certainly within a month. (QAC, 231)

406. What is the sign of baptism?

The sign of the sacrament of baptism is the external pouring of the water or immersion into water, along with
the invocation of the Holy Trinity. (QAC, 231)

BAPTISM
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Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

403. What is baptism?

Baptism is the sacrament of spiritual rebirth. Through the symbolic action of washing with water and the
use of appropriate ritual words, the baptized person is cleansed of all his sins and incorporated into

Christ. (QAC, 230)

404. What does the word baptism mean?

The word baptism literally means immersion, in the sense of dipping under water. It also means to

bathe. (QAC, 230)

405. When should baptism be received?

Baptism should be received as soon after birth as is conveniently possible, certainly within a month. (QAC, 231)

406. What is the sign of baptism?

The sign of the sacrament of baptism is the external pouring of the water or immersion into water, along with
the invocation of the Holy Trinity. (QAC, 231)

BAPTISM



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

2. Spiritual Effects (405-411)

407. What are the effects of baptism?

The effects of baptism are the removal of the guilt of sin and all punishment due to sin, conferral of the grace of regeneration
and the infused virtues, incorporation into Christ and his Church, receiving the baptismal character and the right to

heaven. (QAC, 232)

408. What sins does baptism take away?

Baptism remits the guilt of all sins, that is, it takes away all sins, whether original sin as inherited from Adam at conception,
or actual sin as incurred by each person on reaching the age of reason. No matter how frequent, or how grave the actual sins
may be, their guilt is all removed at baptism. (QAC, 232)

409. What penalties does baptism remove?

Baptism removes all the penalties, eternal and temporal, attached to original and actual sin. (QAC, 232)

410. What is the grace of regeneration?

The grace of regeneration infuses into our souls the life of grace that Christ won for us by his Death and Resurrection. Itisthe
new birth of which Christ spoke to Nicodemus. .. (QAC, 232,33)

BAPTISM



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

411. Do all baptized persons belong to the Church?
All baptized persons belong to the Church. (QAC, 233)

412. Does a baptized person always remain a Christian?

A baptized person always remains a Christian because the baptismal character confers a permanent
relationship with Christ. (QAC, 234)

413. Does baptism restore us to the state in which Adam was created?

Baptism does essentially restore us to the state in which Adam was created . . . but baptism does not give back
to us the special gifts possessed by our first parents. (QAC, 234)

3. Ceremonies, Sponsors, Ritual Changes, and Catechumens (412-416)

414. What is solemn baptism?

BAPTISM



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

419. Is baptism of water necessary for salvation?

It is commonly taught by the Church that baptism of water is necessary for salvation for those who have not
reached the use of reason. (QAC, 238)

420. What is baptism of desire?

Baptism of desire is the implicit desire for baptism of water by a person who makes an act of perfect love of

God, based on faith and with a sincere sorrow for one's sins. (QAC, 238)

421. Is baptism of desire a sacrament?

Baptism of desire is not a sacrament; it does not imprint the baptismal character or enable a person to receive
the other sacraments. Nevertheless, it does confer sanctifying grace. (QAC, 238)

422. Whenis baptism invalid?

Baptism is invalid when true natural water is not used; when the water does not touch the body of the one
being baptized; when the entire form is not pronounced or a different form is used; when the form is not
pronounced as the water is being poured or is not pronounced by the one pouring the water.

BAPTISM



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

423. What is the sacrament of confirmation?

Confirmation is the sacrament of spiritual strengthening. It is the sacrament in which, through chrism and the imposition of
hands together with the use of certain sacred words, a baptized person receives the Holy Spirit, is strengthened in grace, and

signed as a soldier of Christ. (QAC, 240)

424. How is the sacrament of confirmation conferred?

The sacrament of confirmation is conferred through the anointing with chrism on the forehead, which is done by laying on of
the hand, and through the words Receive the seal of the gift of the Holy Spirit. Anointing with chrism along with the second
imposition of the hand (during the anointing) are essential. (QAC, 240,41)

425. What are the effects of confirmation?

Confirmation increases the possession of divine life, confers actual graces, a special sacramental grace, and gives a unique
sacramental character. The divine life becomes more resilient, and better able to resist dangers and overcomes opposition to
its existence and growth. Confirmation gives us grace to fulfill Christ's command: You must therefore be perfect ... (QAC, 242)

426. What is the responsibility of every baptized person who is confirmed?
Every baptized person who is confirmed has a mission to bring others to Christ. Baptism and confirmation confer the grace

N 03 SR AARARTIE) W Nholioro 5 1 tn malro AT Naliaro A n AT TATO D L ar
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JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

428. What is the center of the whole Catholic liturgy?

The center of the whole Catholic liturgy is the Eucharist. The Eucharist is most important in the life of the
Church because it is Jesus Christ. It is the Incarnation continued in space and time. The other sacraments
and all the Church's ministries and apostolates are directed toward the Eucharist. (QAC, 244)

429. What is the sacrament of the Eucharist?

The Eucharist is a sacrament which really, truly, and substantially contains the body and blood, soul, and
divinity of our Lord Jesus Christ under the appearances of bread and wine. It is the great sacrament of God's

love in which Christ is eaten, the mind is filled with grace, and a pledge is given to us of future glory. (QAC,
244,45)

430. Isthe Eucharist necessary for salvation?

The Eucharist is necessary for salvation, to be received either sacramentally or in desire . . . Those who,
through no fault of their own, do not realize this can receive the necessary grace to remain in God's
friendship through other means. (QAC, 245)

EUCHARIST



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

431. Is only the substance of Christ's human nature present in the Eucharist?

Christ is present in the Eucharist not only with everything that makes him man, but with all that makes him
this human being. He is therefore present with all his physical properties, hands and feet and head and

human heart. He is present with his human soul, thoughts, desires, and human affections. (QAC, 246)

432. How does Christ become present in the Eucharist?

Christ becomes present in the Eucharist by means of transubstantiation. Transubstantiation is the term used
to identify the change that takes place at the consecration. (QAC, 246)

433. What remains of the bread and wine after consecration?

After consecration, nothing remains of the bread and wine except their external properties. Their substance

becomes the living body and blood of Christ. (QAC, 246)

434. IsJesus Christ contained under each particle of the species of bread and wine?
Yes, it is a matter of faith that Jesus Christ is contained under each particle of the species of bread and wine.

EUCHARIST
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becomes the living body and blood of Christ. (QAC, 246)

434. IsJesus Christ contained under each particle of the species of bread and wine?

Yes, it is a matter of faith that Jesus Christ is contained under each particle of the species of bread and wine.
No matter how great the number of parts into which the species are divided, the whole Christ is present in

every portion. (QAC, 246)

435. Is Jesus Christ present in the Eucharist as long as the species remain?

Yes, Jesus Christ is present in the Eucharist as long as the species remain. Therefore, we worship the Blessed
Sacrament as we would worship the person of Jesus himself. (QAC, 246,47)

436. How is Christ's obedience seen in the Eucharist?

Christ's obedience is seen in the Eucharist in that he obeys promptly and perfectly the words of consecration
spoken by the priest at Mass. The moment these words are pronounced, Christ becomes present on the

altar. Moreover, he allows himself to be placed where those who handle the Eucharist wish him to be. (QAC,

248)
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456. What is penance?

Penance means repentance or satisfaction for sin. It is also a virtue, and one of the sacraments instituted by

Christ. (QAC, 263)

457. Why is the virtue of penance necessary?

The virtue of penance is necessary for a sinner to be reconciled with God. If we expect his forgiveness, we
must repent. Penance is also necessary because we must expiate and make reparation for the punishment
which is due for our sins. (QAC, 263)

458. What is the sacrament of penance?

Penance is the sacrament instituted by Christ in which sinners are reconciled with God through the
absolution of the priest. (QAC, 263)

459. When did Christ institute the sacrament of penance?
Christ instituted the sacrament of penance as his first gift to the Church on Easter Sunday night . . . He said to

PENANCE
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them the right to withhold absolution. (QAC, 264)

461. Isthe sacrament of penance necessary?

Yes, the sacrament of penance is necessary for all who have fallen into mortal sin after baptism. If the
sacrament cannot actually be received, the desire for its reception suffices. But then a person must make an
act of perfect contrition. (QAC, 264)

462. Do all bishops and priests have the power to forgive sins?

All bishops and priests have the power to forgive sins or absolve sins. Christ conferred this power on the
apostles, and on the bishops and priests who would succeed them. (QAC, 264)

463. Should children receive the sacrament of penance before first Communion?

Yes, children should receive the sacrament of penance before their first Communion, although it is assumed
they have not committed any mortal sins. This is the firm teaching of the Church. (QAC, 266)

PENANCE
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506. Whatisthe sacrament of anoiniing?

The sacrament of anointing is a sacrament of the New Testament instituted by Christ to give the sick

spiritual assistance, strengthen their supernatural life, and if need be, forgive their sins. Moreover, if God
wills it, anointing restores physical health to the body of the Christian who is seriously ill. (QAC, 297)

507. Can the sacrament be conferred on unconscious people?

The sacrament can be conferred on the sick, even though they have lost the use of their senses or reason, if as
believers they would likely have asked for the holy anointing while they were in possession of their

faculties. (QAC, 299)

508. What are the spiritual effects of anointing?

The spiritual effects of anointing are: forgiveness of the guilt of unremitted sin, even grave sin for which the
person had at least imperfect sorrow; remission of the temporal punishment still due for remitted sin, to
such a degree that the expiation can be complete; supernatural patience to bear with the sufferings of one's
illness; extraordinary confidence in God's mercy, which a person certainly needs when he faces eternity; and
special infusion of moral courage to resist temptations of the devil. (QAC, 300)
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3. Purgatory (170—182)

170. What is purgatory?

Purgatory is a state or condition in which the souls of the just, who die with stains of sin, are cleansed before
they are admitted to heaven. This cleansing is necessary, for "nothing unclean may come into
it..." (Revelation 21:27). (QAC, 82)

171. What is meant by "stain of sin"?
Stain of sin means the temporal punishment still due venial or forgiven mortal sins. If the punishment has
not been satisfied before death, a person must suffer in purgatory to repay the debt owed to the divine

Majesty. (QAC, 82)

172. Arethe souls in purgatory certain they are saved?

Yes, the souls in purgatory are certain they are saved. It is for this reason that their suffering is only
temporary. (QAC, 82)

THE DOCTRINE OF PURGATORY



JUSTIFICATION IN ROMAN CATHOLICISM

f8) Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

Essentials of Roman Catholicism Catechism

173. What kind of suffering do the souls in purgatory endure?

The souls in purgatory endure two kinds of suffering: the pain of loss which is the temporaryl¢
vision of God and the endurance of physical pain. The sufferings of purgatory are more intense than any

suffering on earth. (QAC, 82)

174. Do the souls in purgatory experience joy?

Yes, the souls in purgatory experience intense spiritual joy because they are absolutely sure of their
salvation. (QAC, 82)

175. Can the souls in purgatory make satisfaction for their sins?

No, the souls in purgatory cannot make satisfaction for their sins because satisfaction as merit is possible
only during one's lifetime on earth. There is no true merit after death. (QAC, 82,83)

176. Who may help the souls in purgatory?

All who belong to the communion of saints can help the souls in purgatory, that is the faithful on earth, and
ints | OA
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The two kinds of pain threatened to the wicked are the loss of the beatific vision and the experience of pain
from creatures. (QAC, 80)

2. Eternal Punishment (165-169)

165. What are the two kinds of pain threatened to the wicked?

166. What is the main suffering of hell?

The main suffering of hell is the pain of losing the vision of God for whose possession man was

created. (QAC, 81)

167. What is the further suffering in hell?

A further suffering in hell is the pain of sense. This is caused by a creature outside the person and is
described in divine revelation as fire. (QAC, 81)

168. Whois in hell?
Besides the evil spirits, those are in hell who die in the state of mortal sin. They are the unrepentant
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168. Whoisin hell?

Besides the evil spirits, those are in hell who die in the state of mortal sin. They are the unrepentant
sinners. (QAC, 81)

169. Why does an all-good God condemn his creatures to hell?

God, who is all good, allows his creatures to condemn themselves to hell because he does not interfere with
their freedom. They voluntarily choose to reject him and, in his justice, he permits them to remain separated
from the God they rejected. (QAC, 81,82)

3. Purgatory (1?0-182)

170. What is purgatory?

[ Mi1roator
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