


Purpose of the course



Major questions and issues

How is the Holy Spirit working in the church today?
Is God truly giving Christians the ability to heal people today?
Do Christians have new power for ministry with the “baptism of the Holy 
Spirit” after conversion?
Is the Holy Spirit presently driving out demons when Christians 
command them to flee?
Is God still revealing Himself and His will through prophecies, dreams, 
visions and words of knowledge?



Major questions and issues

Did the miraculous sign gifts cease with the death of the apostles?
Are those who believe the sign gifts have ceased just carnal Christians who 
lack faith and limit God?
Are believers baptized by the Holy Spirit at conversion or at some later time?
Is the baptism in the Holy Spirit only evidenced by speaking in tongues?
If the sign gifts have ceased, then what is happening in Pentecostal / 
Charismatic churches?
Are cessationists guilty of blaspheming the Holy Spirit?



Some personal notes



Overview of the major positions

CONTINUATIONISM
• Pentecostal (Classic Pentecostal – 1st wave)
• Charismatic (Neo Pentecostal – 2nd wave)
• Third Wave (Vineyard, Calvary Chapel, Hillsong)
• New Apostolic Reformation
• Word Faith / Word of Faith (Positive confession)
• Catholic Renewal Movement
• The issue of convergence

CESSATIONISM

“OPEN, BUT CAUTIOUS



Some personal observations

Concerning “It must be from God.”
Concerning “Limiting God”

Concerning doctrine
Concerning ecumenism

Concerning spiritual results



Key word & meaning



General usage
Genesis 9:11-13



General usage
Genesis 17:10-11



General usage
Numbers 2:2



General usage
Joshua 2:12



Usage with signs and wonders



OT examples
Exodus 7:3



OT examples
Deuteronomy 6:22



OT examples
Deuteronomy 13:1-2



OT examples
I Kings 13:1-2



OT examples
I Kings 17:18-24



Limitations overview

Signs and wonders were rare
The ministry of Moses was unique
False prophets also performed signs and wonders
Signs and wonders were directed at unbelief or false gods



Signs and wonders were rare
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MOSES
Elijah
Elisha

Jesus
Apostles

2500+ years 600 years 900 years 1900+ years?

“SILENT ERA”



Moses’ ministry was unique
Deuteronomy 34:10



False prophets performed miracles
Exodus 7:22



False prophets performed miracles
Exodus 8:7



Test #1: fulfilled prophecy
Deuteronomy 18:22



Test #2:  biblical message
Deuteronomy 13:2



Test #3: signs and wonders 
Deuteronomy 13:1



Signs and wonders directed at unbelief or false gods



Miracles and men of God

Abel
Seth
Enoch
Methuselah
Noah
Abraham 
Melchizedek 
Lot
Job
Isaac

Jacob
Joseph
Moses
Aaron
Joshua
Caleb
Samson
Boaz
Gideon
Samuel

David
Nathan
Jonathan
Solomon
Elijah
Elisha
Josiah
Hezekiah
Ezra
Nehemiah

Isaiah
Jeremiah
Ezekiel
Daniel
Hosea
Joel
Amos
Obadiah
Jonah
Micah

Nahum
Habakkuk
Zephaniah
Haggai
Zechariah
Malachi

































































































“sign” in the NT



Jesus’ ministry
John 2:11



Jesus’ ministry
John 3:2



Jesus’ ministry
John 6:14-15



Jesus’ ministry
Matthew 9:4-8



Jesus’ ministry
Matthew 11:2-6



Jesus’ ministry
Matthew 12:22-23

C O N T E X T  N E X T  S L I D E



Jesus’ ministry
Matthew 12:18-21

(ISAIAH 42:1-4)



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



THESE PEOPLE NEED

TO BE HEALED, TOO.



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: Lazarus
John ch.11-12



Jesus’ ministry: as described by John
John 20:29-31



Jesus’ ministry: as described by Peter
Acts 2:21-24



Definition of “apostle”



THE 12 apostles were unique
Matthew 10:1-3



Apostle: Someone sent with authority
Acts 2:42



Apostle: Someone sent with authority
1 Corinthians 14:37



Apostle: Someone sent with authority
1 Thessalonians2:13



Qualifications: Eye witness of the resurrection 
Acts 1:21-26



Qualifications: Eye witness of the resurrection 
1 Corinthians 9:1



Qualifications: Personally chosen by Christ
Acts 1:21-22



Qualifications: Personally chosen by Christ
1 Corinthians 9:1



Qualifications: Paul was a special case
1 Corinthians 15:8



Qualifications: Signs and wonders
Matthew 10:1



Qualifications: Signs and wonders
Acts 2:43



Qualifications: Signs and wonders
2 Corinthians 12:12



Qualifications: Signs and wonders
Hebrews 2:3-4



Qualifications: Signs and wonders
Mark 16:19-20



Other apostles? The 70
Luke 10:1-20



Other apostles? The 70 
Luke 10:1-20



Other apostles? Stephen
Acts 6:8-10



Other apostles? Philip
Acts 8:4-7



Other apostles? Barnabas
Acts 14:14



False apostles?
Matthew 7:21-23



Places of ministry in Acts

Time frame (approximately A.D. 30 – 60)

Places of ministry
where signs and wonders mentioned (including tongues)

where an apostle / apostolic appointee was involved

where someone else is involved (Ananias: Acts  9)

where only speaking in tongues is mentioned

Last recorded miracle (Acts 28)

30 yrs
25
16

15

1

3

A.D. 
59-60



Distribution of miracles in Acts 2-28
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NUMBER OF SIGNS / MIRACLES IN EACH CHAPTER

Paul’s conversion
A.D. 33-34

Jerusalem Council
A.D. 49

Pentecost
A.D. 31-33

Paul imprisoned
A.D. 60-62

Paul writes 1st Corinthians
A.D. 56-57



Relative emphasis on signs and wonders

Total # of books (Romans – Revelation)

Books with signs / wonders mentioned

signs / wonders from God mentioned

signs / wonders of satanic / demonic origin

Books with tongues mentioned

Books with a specific sign / wonder mentioned

22
7

6

1

1

0



Relative emphasis on signs and wonders

Total # of chapters related to church age (Romans-Rev 3)

Chapters with signs/wonders mentioned

signs / wonders from God mentioned

signs / wonders of satanic / demonic origin

Chapters with tongues mentioned

Chapters indicating signs and wonders will continue

Chapters indicating signs and wonders will cease

124
7

6

1

3

0

1



Mark 16:17-20 (A.D. 30)

MARK 16:17-18



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

Acts 2:1-24



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

Acts 2:1-24



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

Acts 2:1-24



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

Acts 2:1-24



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

Acts 2:1-24



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

Deuteronomy 28:47-50



Acts 2:1-24 (A.D. 30 – a few weeks later)

1 Corinthians 14:20-22



Acts 8:14-17 (A.D. 32 – two years later)

Acts 8:14-17



Acts 10:34-48 (A.D. 36 – six years later)

Acts 10:34-48



Acts 19:1-6 (A.D. 54 – 24 years later)

Acts 19:1-6



Spirit baptism in Acts

ch. 2 ch. 8 ch. 10 ch. 19

When Pentecost + 2 yrs + 6 years + 24 yrs

Who Jews Samarians Gentiles Disciples of JB

When While waiting 
in upper room

When Apostles 
laid hands

While Peter 
preached

When Paul laid 
hands

Spirit baptism After they 
believed

After they 
believed

When they 
believed

When they 
believed

Water Baptism unknown Before Spirit 
baptism

After Spirit 
baptism

Before and after 
Spirit baptism

What happened Tongues Unknown Tongues Tongues



Spirit baptism in Acts: Summary

Always genuine languages

Confirmed that all believers had 
received the Holy Spirit 

A sign that the Day of the Lord 
was at hand



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)

Problems in the church
• Divisions and quarrels (1:10–17)
• Worldliness (1:18–3:21)
• Judging and Pride (ch. 4)
• Immorality (ch. 5; 6:9–20)
• Lawsuits against other believers (6:1–8)
• Confusion concerning marriage, divorce and singleness (ch. 7)
• Abuse of Christian liberty (ch. 8)
• Challenges to apostolic authority (ch. 9)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)

Problems in the church
• Tendency to return to pagan practices (ch. 10)
• Disregard for roles of men and women the worship service (11:1–16)
• Disregard for the Lord and for others during the love feast (11:17–34)
• Misunderstanding and jealousy concerning spiritual gifts (ch. 12)
• Failure to give love priority over spiritual gifts  (ch. 13)
• Misunderstanding and abuse of tongues in the church (ch. 14)
• Rejecting the bodily resurrection of Christ and believers (ch. 15)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)

Features of the mystery cults
• Use of instruments
• Ecstatic behavior and utterances
• Communion / union with the gods
• Self-centered worship
• Prominent role of women

Worship in the mystery cults
• Use of instruments
• Ecstatic behavior and utterances
• Communion / union with the gods
• Self-centered worship
• Prominent role of women



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)

components of language

VOCABULARY

SYNTAXGRAMMAR
3



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)

components of language

VOCABULARY

SYNTAXGRAMMAR
3



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The church in Corinth (AD 55-56)



The logical reason: The apostles have died
2 Corinthians 12:12



The logical reason: The apostles have died
Revelation 21:14



The logical reason: The apostles have died
Ephesians 2:20



The exegetical reason: Use of past tense
Hebrews 2:3



The exegetical reason: Use of past tense
John 20:27



The theological reason: They will cease
1 Corinthians 13:7



The historical reason: The evidence

Frequency of miracles decreases in Acts

Almost no mention in letters to the churches

AD 60:  Epaphroditus almost died (Phil 2:25-30)

AD 65:  Timothy was not healed (1 Tim 5:23)

AD 67:  Paul left Trophimus sick in Miletus (2 Tim 4:20)



Other considerations

Pastoral epistles
Paul’s diminishing gift of healing
Signs and wonders in the future
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